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Iogenes, Gentlemen, from a counterfait Cot- 
ner of money , became a currant correitor of 
manners , as abſolute in the one , as diſſolute 
Z| in the other : time refinethmnens fects ,and 
2 their humors grow different by the diſtin(tt- 

————— of ag. Pore Ouid that amorouſly writ in 
his youth theart of loue, complained in his exile amongſt the 
Getes of his wants fallies. And Socrates agewas vertuers ithogh 

his prime was licentions. S0,Gentlemen, tmy younger yeeres had 
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tant deedes,and 1 ſorrow as much to ſce otherswilful, as 1 deligh- 
ted once tobe wanton. The oddemad;caps Thane beene mate too, 
210t a5 a companion, but as aſþie to haue an infigv! inte their 
KAAtte ries, tha f ſeeing their tratnes 1 might eſec ew! heir ſnares 9 
thoſe mad fellowes I learned at laſt to loath, by their owne grace- 
leſſe wvillenies, and what I | [aw in them to their confuſion, 1 can 
orewarne in others to my countreies commodity, None could de- 
cipher Tyraniſme better then Ariſtippus, not that his nature 
was cruel, but that he was nourtured with Dioniſius: The ſim- 
ple ſwaine that cuts the Lapidaries tones , ran diſtinguiſh a Ruby 
from a Diamond onely by his labour: though I hae not pratiſed 168 
their deceits , yet conuerſing by fortune, and talking uppon pur- 128 
poſewith ſuch copeſ-mates , hath geuen mee light into their con- my 
ceiptes,and I can decipher their qualities,though 1wvtterly miſlike = 
| A 2 of 


of their prattifes . To be briefe Gentlemen , 1 hane ſeen the world 
and rounded it , though not with trauell,yet with experience, and 
Icrie out with Salomon, Omnia ſubſole yanitas. I hawe ſ3y- 


F ledwith the Italian, and worne the vipers head in my hand , and 
ix yet ſtopt his venome. Thane eaten $paniſhe Mirabolanes , and 
þ yet am nothing the more metamorphoſed , Fraunce , Germa-. 


nie , Poland, Denmarke, I knowe them all, yet a0t affected to any 
F in the fourme of my life , onelie 1am Engliſh borne , and 1 hane 
Eneliſh thou his, not a denill incarnate becauſe Iam Ttalianate, 
: but hating the pride of Italie becauſe 1 know their peeniſhnes : yet 
= | in all theſe Conntreyes where I haue trawelled , I haue not ſeene 
= | more exceſſe of vanitie then wee Enzliſhe men pradtiſe through 
vain glory : for as our wits be as ripe as any,ſo our willes are more 
ready then they all , to put in effect atiy of their ticentions abuſes : 
yet among#t thereſt letting ordinary ſennes paſſe, becauſe cuitome 
= hath almoſt made them a law, I will onely ſpeake of two ſuchno. 
WW ||| table abuſes, which the practitioners of the en with the name 
_ ||} of Arts, as neuer haue been heard of in any age before . T hefirſt 

and chiefe , is called the Art of Cunny catching: the ſecond, 

the Arte of Croſ-biting ; two ſuch peſtilent and preiudiciall 
 pradiiſes, as of late haue been the ruine of infinite v6 and the 

ſubuerſion and ouerthrow of many © Marchaunts. Farmers. and 

honeit minded yeomen. The firſt is adeceit at Cardes , which 

growing by enormitie into a Cooſenage,, ts able ts :trowe ( by the 

ſubrill ſhewe thereef”) aman of great iudgement to conſent 10 his 

owne confuſion . Tet Gentlemen when you ſhall reade this booke, 

written fairhfullie to diſconer theſe cooſening practiſes , thinke Fo 

goe not about to diſprone or diſalow the mejt anncient ana honeit | 
| paſtime or recreation of Card play , for thus rmch 1 know by rea- 

ding : When the Cittie of T heves was beſieged by them: of Lace- 


4 


aemonia , being girt within ſtrong fenced walies , aza pauing 
men enongh,and ableto rebat the enenae, they found noinconue- 
rience of force to breed their enſuing bane, but famine , in that 

CT | «Oh 


Ot ——— - OB —— —_——_— : 6 - *Q y 4 
OS : , j I. i \ v MN ; = 43 d 0 \ 'O w 

= $*"IL ."* 'S Wo... 09 l W. (4 4" 3 -3 © WW) 
a— ET CRESCENT NY BL \ 


© CIV\., 32 - Add 7 OB \L oh». + 7 » 


\hly 


v2! ATTALI 
A 


whenwidtuls waxed ſcant hunger would either make thems yeeld 
by a fainting compoſition, or a waſerable death . Whereuppon to 
wearie the foe with wintering at the ſiedge , the Thebanes deui- 
ſed thes pollicie ,, they found out the Method of Cards and Dice, 
and '{o buſted their en with a "OO. of that new in- 
uention, paſsing any the time with ſtrange recreations and pa- 
ſtumes, beguyling hunger with the delight of the new ſports , and 
eating but euery third day , and playing two , ſo their frugal ſþa- 
ring of victuals kept them from ſamine,the Cittte from ſacking, 
and rayſed the foe from a mortallſiedge . Thus was thewſe of 
Cards and Dice firſt inuented, and ſince amongſt Princes high- 
ly effeemed,and allowed in all common-wealths, as a neceſſarie 
recreation for the mind : But as in time and malice of mans na- 
ture hatcheth abuſe » good things by ill wits arewreſted to the 
worſe , and ſo in Cardes: for from an fave recreation,it is grown 
toa preiudiciall practiſe, and moſt high degree of cooſenage , as 
ſhalbe diſcoucred in my Art of Cuny-catching , for not onely 
ſymple ſwaine: , whoſe wits is in their hands , but yoonug Genile- 


men,and Marchants,are all cauzht like Cunnies in the hay, and 


ſoled like lambs to their confuſion. 

T he poore man that commeth to the T earme to trie hisright, 
and layeth his land to moreadze to gette ſome Crownes in his 
parſe twice his Lawyer , is drawn .in by theſe dineliſh Cunny-cat- 
chers ,that at one cut at Carats looſeth all his moncy , by which 
racanes, he, his wife and children , is brought to vtter ruine and 

ziſerie. Thepoore Prentice, whoſe honeſt minde aymeth only 

at his Maiſters profites , by theſe peſtilent wipers of the common- 
wealth, is {oothly intifed to the hazard of this game at Cardes, 

. and robd of his Maiſters money , which forceth him oft times ey- 
ther to run away,or banckrout all, to the ouerthrow of ſome horeſt 
and wealtby Cittizen . Seeing then ſuch a daungerons enormily 
groweth by them, to thediſcredite of the eſtate of Eneland,Iwenld 
wiſhe the Iuſtices ap oynted as ſeuere Cenſors of ſuch fatalimil. 
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thitfes, to ſhewe themſelues patres patrix, by weeding out ſuch 
worms 4s eat away the ſappe of the'T ree,andreoting this baſe de- 
gree of Cooſeners out of) 7, peareable and proſperous a countrey,fer 
_ of all dineliſh han the is the moſt preinatrcial. T he high Law- 
ger that challengeth apurſe by the 948h way ſide,the foiſt, the nip, 
the ſlale,the ſnap,1 meane the pick-pockets ad cut-purſes are no- 
thing ſo daungeronsto meete with all, as theſe Cocſening Cunny- 
catchers . T he Chetors that withtheir falſe Dice make a hande, 
& ſtrike in at Hazard or Paſſage with their Dice of aduauntage, 
are nothing ſo danngerous as thefe baſe minded Caterpillers . For 
' they hane their vies and their reuies vppon the poore Cunnies 
backe , till they ſoferrette beate him , that they leaue him neither 
haire on his 5kin , nor hole ts harbour in . There was before this. 
many yeeres agoe, a prattiſe put in wſe by ſuch ſhifting compani- 
ons, which was called the Barnards Law, wherein as inthe Arte 
of Cunny-catching, four perſons were required to perfourm their 
coolning commodity.T he T aker wp,the Verſer,the Barnard and 
the Rutter , andthe manner of it indeed was thus.TheT aker vp 
ſeemeth a skilful man inal things , who hath by lone trauelllear- 
red without Booke a thouſand policies to inſinuate _— into 
4 mans acquaintance : Talke of matters in law,he hath plenty of 
Caſis at h1s fingers ends,and he hath ſeene, and tryed,and ruled 
in the Kinges Courtes : Speake of graſing and husban."ry , 10 
man knoweth more ſhires then hee , nor better which way to raiſe 
a gainefull commodity , and how the abuſes and ouerture of prices 
might be redreſſed. Finally, enter into what diſcourſe they hiſt, 
were it into a Brormemans facultie , hee knoweth what gaines 
they haue for olde Bootes and Shoves : Tea, and it ſhall ſcape him 
hardly, but that ere your talke breake off, hee will be your Countrey 
714: at leaſt , and peraduenture either of kinne,aly , or ſome ſtale 
{ib to you, if your reach farre ſurmount not his . In caſe hee bring 
to paſſe that you be glad of his acquaintance , then dveth hee car- 


ry you to the T auernes , and with him goes the Verſer , a man 
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of more worſhippe then the T aker wp , and hee hath the counte-- "JF 7 
naunce of a landed man . Athey are ſet ,. comes in the Barnard ""m 
| ſtumbling into your companie , like ſome aged Farmer of the 
Countrey , T adhr9s. vnto.you all , that had beene at ſome mar- 
ket T owne therabout ,buying and ſelling,and there tipled ſo much 
Malmeſie, that he had neuer. a ready woord in his month , and 
#s ſo careleſſe of his money ;that out he throweth ſome for tie CAu- 
gels on theboords end , and ſtanding ſomewhat aloofe, calleth for 
a pint- of wine, and faith : Maſtcrs , 1 am fomewhat bold with 
you, Tpray you be not griened if I drinke my drinke by you : and 
thies miniters ſuch idle drunken talke, that the Verſer who coun- 
 terfeited the landed man , comes and draw es more neare to the 
plaine honeſt dealing man, and prayeth him to call the Barnard 
more neare to lanzh at his follie , Betweene them two the matter 
ſhal beſo workem..mly conueied and finely argued , that out com- 
meth an old paire of Cardes , whereat the Barnard teacheth the 
Verſer 4 new game, thathee ſaies coft him for the learning two 
pots of Ale not two honres agoe, — wazer is arinke , the next 
two pence or a groat, and laſtly ts be briefe they wſe the matter ſo, 
that he that were an hunaredyeereolae , andnener played in his 
life for a penny , cannot refuſe to be the Verſers halfe , and conſe- 
ql at one game at Cardes, hee losfeth all they play for, be it 4 
ndred poxzd. And if perhaps when the mony # loſt ( to wſe 
their wordof Arte ) the poore Countrey man beeinne to ſmoake 
them , and ſweares the drounken knaue ſhall not gette his money 
fo, then ſlandeth the Rutter at the doore anddraweth his fword 
and picketh a quarrell at his owne move , if he lacke an Oſler 
or a T apſter or ſome other to brabble with, that while the ſireete 
and company gather to the fray , as the manner t, the Barnard ' 
ſteales away with all the eoine, and gets hims to one blinae T a-- 
werne or other where theſe Cooſeners Ju appointed to meete. 
T hus Gentlemen I hane zlaunſt at the Barnaraes Lawe, 
which.though you may perceine it to bee a preiudiciall inſinua=- 
CA 4. tmg: 
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hy eooen , yet is the Art of Cunny-catchine ſo farre beyond 

 t#tanſubtiliie, as the deuill is more honeſt then the holieſt Ap- 

. gell: for ſo unlikelie is it for the poore Cunny to leeſe,that might he 
pawn his Ftake to a poundie would lay it that he cannot be creſ- 
bitten in the cut at cards, as you ſhall perceine by my preſent aiſ- 
conerie.Tet gentlemen am1 ſore threat ned by the hackſiers of that 
filthie facultie, that if I ſette their prattiſes in print, they will cut 
off that hanae that writes the Pamphlet , but how 1 feare their 
brauadses , yort ſhall perceine by my plaine painting out of them, 
yea, ſo little doe I eſteeme ſuch baſe minded braggardes, that were 
it not I hope of their amengament,1 would in a ſchedule ſet downe 
the names of ſuch cooſening Cunny-catchers. Well , leauin 'g thens 
and their courſe of life to the honourable and the worſhipfull of 
the lande, tobe cenſors of with iuſtice , haue about for a blewe at 
the Art of Croſ-biting : Imeane not Croſ biters at dice, when 
theChetor with a langret,cu: contrarie to the vantage,will crof- 
bite a bard cater tray : Nor I meane 20t when a broaking knane 
croſ-hitetha Gentleman with a bad commoditie ; nor when the 

Foyſt , the pick-pockets ( fir reverence I meane) is croſ-bitien by 
the Snap,and ſo (moakt for his purchaſe:nor when the Nip, which 
the common people call a Cut-parſe , hath a croſ-bite by ſome bry- 
bing officer , who threatening to carry him topriſox , * axes 3-v4; 
all the mony, and lets him ſlippe without any puniſhment : But I 
meane a more diſhonourable Arte , when a vaſe Koagne , eyther 
keepeth a whore as his friende , or marries oc to be his maintey- 
ner, and with her not onely croſ-bites mea of 2004 calling, but eſ- 
pecially peore ignoraunt corntrey Farmers, who God wotte be by 
them ledde like ſheep to the lauzhter. T his exile Readers , haue 

I 2inen you 4 light in briefe,, what I mcerce to proſecute at laree, 

and fo with an humble ſute to all Inſtices, that they will ſceke tooot 

out theſe two reagilh Artes,I commit youto the Almiehty ET a 


Youtrs Rob. Greene. 
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2 Derebec requiſit cffectualy to ac fhe 
Art of Tony-catching thz& ſcueral 
_ MR ph--5 the Setter,the Uerſer,and 
; the Farnackle, The nature ofthe 
® Sefter,isto dzaw any perſon fami- 
£3 liarly to dzinke with him, which 
28S ) perſon they call the Conte, & their 
| 4 methode 1s accozding te the man 
they ate af: if a Gentleman, Parchant, 02 App:entice, 
the Connie is the moze eaſily cauabt, in that BHiey are 
ſoone induced fo plate, and tterefo2e 7 omit the circume 
fance which they vſe tn catching of them . Andfo2 be- 
cauſe thepcoe countrie farmer 02 Yeoman ts the orb bo 
which they moſt cf ail hoote af, = they kniowe come 
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©. ITY The At of Conny-catching. 
I notfempfie tothe Werme, J will diſcouer the means fhey 
put in p2aciſe to b2ing in ſome honeſt , ſimple & ignozant 
mep fo their purpoſe. The Conny-catchers, apparetled 
like honeſt ciuil gentlemen,o2z god fellows, with a (moth 
face,as if butter would not melt in their mouthes, after 
dinner when the clients are come from Weſtminſter hal 
andare at leaſure to walke bp aid downe Paules, Flet- 
fir&t, Yolbozne,the ſtfrond,and ſuchcommon hanted pla- 
ces,where theſe coſning companions attend onely*oſpts 
out a p2atie:who as ſone as they ſe a platnecuntry felow 
well and cleanly apparelled,either in a coat of home ſpun 
ruflet,o2 of freeze,as the time requires, and a fide pouch af 
bis ſide,there is a connie,ſaithjone, At that wozd out flies 
the Sctter,and ouertaking the man, begins to ſalute hinr 
thus:Sir,God ſaue you, you are welcom to London,how 
doth all our god friends in the conntrie,J hope they be al 
in health? The countrie man ſetng a man ſo cnurteous he 
knowes not,halfe in a bzowne ftudie at this ſfkrange ſa- 
lufation,perhaps makes himthis aunſwere . S1tr,all our 
friends itt the countrte are well thanies bee fo God, but 
fruly J know you not,you mult pardon me.WWhy ſir,ſaith 
the ſetfer,cefſing by his tong what country mnn hee 1s, 
are you not ſuch a cunfry man,ifhe lap yes,then he creeps 
bpon hun cloſely: if he ſay no,the ſtraight the ſetter comes 
over him thus: Zn good ſooth fir, Jknow you by pour face 
E hane bin in your companie befoze, J p2ate you{if witho- 
ontoffence)let me craue your name, and the place of your 
abode, The ſimple man ſtraight tels him where he dwels- 
bis name,and who be his nert neighbo2s,and what Gens 
tlemen dwell abouf him, After he bath learned al ofhim, 
then he comes oner his fallowes kindly:ftr,though J baus 
bin ſomwhat boldfobe inquifitiue of your name, yet holde 
meercnſed,fo2 J tooke you fo2 a friend of mine, but ſince 
by milkaking J hane made pon flacke pour buſines,wele 
d2inke a quart of wine,oz a pot of Ale fogether:ifthe fwole 
de ſoreadie as fo go,then the Connie is caught ; wy 4 
| |  URACEK: 
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Thee Art of Commy-catching. 


fmack the ſefter,and ſmels a rat by hisclawing,andwilt 
Kot dzinke with bim,then away goes the ſetter , amv dil- 
courſeth to the verſer the name of theman, the pariſhhee 
dwels in,and what gentlemenare his near neighbours, 
with that away goes he,x croſſing the man at ſome tnrs 

ning meefs him ful in the face,and greetes him thus, 
What goodman Barfon,how fare alour frends about 
you? you are well mef, Jþbaue the wine foz you, pou are. 
welcome fo fown, The pooze connfryman hearing hit- 
ſelfe named by a man he knows not,maruels, e anſwits 
thathe knowes him not,and cranes pardon. Not me gwd- 
man Barton,hane you fo2xrot me2?why F am ſuch a was 
kinſman, your neighboz not far off-how doth this o2 tHilf 
good gentleman my frend2good Lo2d that J ſhould be 6yuf 
of your remembzance, J haue beene at your houſe diuets 
times, Jndeede, ſtr, ſaith the farmer,are you ſuch a mans 
kinſman,ſurely ſir if you had not chalenged acquaintance 
of me, J ſhould neuer hane knowen you, J hane clean fo3s 
ccof you, buf J know the god gentleman your cofin well, 
he is my very god neigbbo2! & fo2 bis ſake ſaith p verſer, 
wel d2ink afoze we part,haply the man thanks him,and 
fothe wine oz ale they goe,then ere they partf,they make 
him acony,e ſo feret-claw himat cardes,p they leaue hin 
as bareofmony,as anapeof a faile:thus hane the filthte 
felows their ſubtle fetches fo d2zaw on poo2 men fo fal ins 
fo their coſening pzactſes:thus like conſuming moths of 
the commonWwelth,they pzay vpon the ignozance of ſuch 
plain ſoules,as meaſure at by their own honeſty, not re- 
garding either conſcience,o2 the fatal reuenge thats th2es 
fened fo2 ſuch idle £ licenfrous perſons, but dotmploy all 
their wits fo onerthzow ſuch as with their handy th2ifte 
ſatiſfie their harty thirſt:they p2eferring coſenage befoze 
{abo2,andchuſing an idle -p:actiſebefoze any honeſt fozm 
ofgood liuing. Wel,fo p method again of taking vþ their 
contes. Jfthe pooze countreyman ſmoake them ſtill, and 
wil not ſfoupe vnto mw pf _—_ lures:then one, my 
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Wway,that of force the conpinuft fee it. The countceyman 
(aping the hiiling, maketh not baintic,ſo2 ques nſrmertes 
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inops oblatum reſpuit aaruw, but {toupeth very mannerite 
and faketh.it vp:then one of the cony catchers behind crt- 
eth halſe part,aud (ſo chalengeth haifeof hts finding. The 
countriman content, offreth to change the mony . Nay 
faith frend ſaith the verſer, tis ill luck to keep founve mos 
ny,wele go ſpendit in apottieof wine,02 in abzeakefalt, 
dinner o2 ſupyer,as the fime ofday requiree:Jfthe conye 
ſaphe wil nof, then anfweres the verſer,ſpende mp part: 
if til the cony refuſe , he takcth halfe and away , ifthey 
ſpp the countruman to be of a hauing and conetous mind, 
then haue they afarther policie to dzaw himon : another 
that knoweth the þlace of his abode,ne&teth him and ſaith 
Sir, wel met, { have run haſtely fo ouertake pou, J pzap 
you dwel you nof in Darbilhire, in ſuch a village. ? yes 
marry doe 7 frend ſaith the coy, then replies the verſer, 
fruely fir J baue a ſute to you, Jam going out of town, x 
muſt ſend a letter fothe parſon of pour pariſh , you ſhall 


nof refuſe to doa ſtranger ſuch a fauo2 asto cary it him, 


haply,as men may in time meet, if may lie in my lot to 
do you as good.a furn,and foz your paincs J wilgiue you 
rit.pence. The pooz cony- in meer ſimplicity ſatth,fir, Js 


do ſo much fo2 you with al my hart, wheres pour letter? - | 


Jhaueif not good ir redy wziffen , but may Jenfreate 
you fo kepinto ſome fauern oz alehouſe, wele dzinke the 
while,and x wil wzite but aline oz two:at fhis the cony 
ftonpes, and fo2 greedines of the mony,and vpon courte- 
fie goes with the ſetter vnto the tauerhe. As they walke 
they meet the verſer , [andthen they all thze goe into ths 
tauern together, 
See Centfliemen what great logictans theſe cony-cafe 
cers be,that haue ſach rethozicall perſwaſions to _ 
| the 
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,_ -downthe ver(cr,andſaith to the ſetter, what arrba, wilt. EE AM 


— thathath nopslicte noz knavcrie,bat plain as a pike ſtaf, 


- boneſt man,a ſtranger almoft to vs both,ſhal cal another 


7 Art of Conny- catch EEE. 
the pooz conntrie man tohis confuſſon,and what vari ie. DC Eart and or 
of villany they haue to trip the pooze farmer of highs; ES 
ney, Wel,imagine the connie igin the tauern, then fits”. 


thou geae mee aquart of wine, o2 ſhall J geue thee one? DIY -# 
wele dzink apint ſaiththe ſefter,+ play a game at cards | wt: 
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foz if,reſpecting moze the fpozt then the loſle:content qv... OW 
the verſer,go cal fo2 a paire,and while be is gone to fetch , Ei 
the,be ſaith fo the comp, you hal ſe me fetch ouermy yong. i 
maſter fo2 a quart of wine fincly,but this you muſtdofoz _ mM 
me, when J cut the cards,as J wil not cat above flue off, < 

- mark then of al thz greate{ pack which is vudermoſt, x 'TE 
When J bid you cal acard foz me,name that,and pou ſhall W 
ſe wele make Lim pay foz a quart of wine ſtraight,truly 'FZ 
ſaith the cony, J am no great player at cards,and {banot wy 
wel vnderſtand your meaning, why,ſaith be,it is thus:J FF 
wil play at mum-channce, o2 decoy,that hee ſhal ſhuffle, TL 
the cards, andJ wilcut : now eyther of vs muſt call a. Fl 
card,you ſhal call faz me, andhe fo2 himſelfe , and whoſe. it 
card comes firſt wins, therfoze when J bane cuts cards, p! 


then mark the netherinoff of the greateſt heap,that 3 ſet. 
bpon the cards whtch J cut off, 5 always cal-that foz me.. 
2 now ſaith the. cony,J vnderffand youzlet mee alone, J. 
warrant Jle fit your furne,with that in comes the ſefter 
with his cards,andaſketh at what game they ſhal play, 
Why laith the verſer,at anew game cauedmum-chance, 
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pou hal. ſhuffle and Jle cut,you ſhal cal a carde, and this 


- - aw__———— doe EDT: 
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foz me,and which of our cards cames firſt, hal win,contet. 
ſaith theſetter,fo2 thats but mer hazard, ſo be ſhuffels, 
the cards,and the verſer cuts of ſome four cards,and the 
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though he were not made waar to the game,what ſhal 4 
cut; 


[- 32 
taking vp the beape to ſet vpon them,geneth the cofny ; A Nl 
glance of thc bottom cardof thatheap,and ſaith,now fit,. LS: 
call foz me. he cony fo blind the ſetters epes , aſketh as ll : 
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The Art of Conny-catc M2. 

cuf?what card ſaith the verſer?why what you wil,either 
bart,ſpade,cltib oz dfamond,cste-card oz other. Dis ito, 
ſaith the connte?why then you ſhal haune the four of harfs 
which was the card he had a glaunce of, and ſaith the ſef- 
ter(holding the cards in his hand,and furning bp the bp- 
permoſt card,as ifhee knew not wel the game) Jle hane 
the knane of frumpes. Nay ſaith the verſer , there is na 
trump,you may cal what card you wil:then ſaith he, Jle 
bane the ten ofſpades, with that he dzaws,and the four of 
harts comes firſt: wel ſaith the ſefter,fis but hazard,ming 
might hane come as wel as pours,fiue is vp,J fear nof p 
ſef:ſ\o they ſhuffle and cut , but the verſer winnes, Well 
ſaith the ſetter,no butter wil cleaue on my bzead , what, 
not one dzaught among fiue:dzawer, a freſhe pinte , Jls 
haue another bout with pou:but fir J beleeue, ſaith he fo 
the cony,pou ſee ſome card,thatit goes fo cros on my ſide, 


- Fſaith the cony,nay I hope you think not ſoofme,tis but 


hazard and chaunce, foz Jam but a meere ffranger vnto 
fhe game, as Jam an honeſt man J never ſaw it befoze, 

Thus this ſimple cony cloſeth vp ſmoothly to take the 
berſerspart,only foz greedines fo haue him winne the 
wine: wel anſweres theſetfer, then Jle haue one caſf 
moze,and fo if they go,but he loſeth all,andbeginneth fo 
chafe in fhis maner : were it not quoth be,that J care nof 
fo; a quartof wine, J could ſwear as many othes foz an- 
ger,as there be haires on my head, why ſhoulde not my 
Inck be as god as yours, and foztune fanc2 me as wel as 
rou?wbat,nof one cald card inten cuftes, Jle foz[weare 
the game fo2 cuer. What,chafe not man , ſaith the Uer- 
ſer,ſeing we haue your quart of wine. Jle ſhew youths 
game,and with that diſcourſeth all to him, as ifheknew 
if tof, The letter,'as ſimply as if the knane werergno- 
rait, faith, 3 mary, Jthinke fo,you muſt nedes winne, 
wh 'be knowe's what card fo cal,J might hane plaidlbng 
enough befoze J had got a ſef.Zruely (ares the cony, fts 
a pzctie game,foz tis not poſſible fo; him to loſe that _ 
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The Art of Conny-catching, 
the carves: J warrant-the otber that-hy 
Saint. Pefers cope if he had it. Wel,Fle carrie this home 
with me into the cyntrie,and winmagnya pot of als with 
it. A freſh pint,ſayth the Uerſer,aud then wele-away:but 


ſe&ing fir,you are going homeward, Jle learne you a trick 


wo2th thenoting,that you ſhall win many a pot with un 
the winter nights: with that he culs out the four knaues, 
E pickes one in the top,one in the midlk, and one in the 
bottome, Now ſir,ſaith be,you ſe theſe th2& knanes aps 


pon will,x though they be fo far aſunder, Jle make thenr 


All come together. I pzaie you lets ſe that trick,ſayth the 


connie.me thinkes it ſhould be impoſſible. So the Uerſer 
d2awes,and all the thzee knanes comes in one heap:this 


be doth once o2 twice,then the connie wonders at if, and 


offers him a pint of wine to teach it him , Nay,ſaith the 
verſer, Jle dot foz thanks,and therfoze marke me where 
you haue taken out the four knaues,lay two together as 
boue,and d2aw bp one of them that it may be ſeene, then 
p2ick the other in the midff,x the third inthe bottome, ſo 
when any cufs,cut he neuer ſo warily,thzeeknaues muſt 
of fo2ce come fogether, foz the bottom knaue 1s cut folie 
bpon both the vpper knanes, { marrie,ſaith the ſetter,buf 
then the 3.knanes you ſhewcd come not fogether, Truth 


ſatth the verſer,but one among a thouſand marke not p, 


it requires a quick cie,a ſharp wif,and a reachingheadto 
ſpy af the firff, Now gramercie ſtr fo2 this trick,ſaith the 
connie,Jle dominere with this amogſ my neibozs, Thus 
doth the verſer and the ſeffer feine friendſhip to the conte 
offering him no ſhew of coſnage,noz once to dzaw him in 


fo2 a pint of wine,y moze fo ſhadoiw their vilany,but now 


begins the ſpo2te: as thus they ſit tiplt StheWar- 
nacle and thzuſts open the dooze , loking info the roome 
where they are,and as one baſhfull eppeth back againe, 
and ſaith,Jcrie you mercie genflemen,Jthoght a friend 


af mine bad bin here,parvon myboldnes,No þarms ſaith: 


ths 


les. may looſe 
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oo 7 The ArtofC catching. 
| \.. the-Uerſer, J pzaie you dzinke acup of wins with vs and 
mW welcome:foin comes the Barnacle, and faking the cup 
i: dzinkes fo the Connie,and then ſaith, what af cards gens 
| tlemen? were it not {ſhould be offenſtue to the company 
Wil J wouldplay foz a pint fill my friend come that I looke 


1 foz. Why fir, ſaith the Terſer, if you vill ſit downe you 
I jb: halbe taken vp fo2 aquart of wine, With all my heart, 
wh Faifh the Barnack(e, what will you play af, at P2zimero, 


P2imo viſto, @Þant,one and thirti2,new cuf,o2 what ſhall 
'be the game? Sir,ſaith the verſer, F am but an ignozanft 
man at cards,#+ I ſ> you hatie them at your fingers end, 
will play with you at a game wherein can be no deceit;if 
ip! is called mum-chance at cardes,and if is thus : you ſhall 
| uffle the cards,and J willcut,you Cal cal one,and this 
honeft-countrie yoman (hal call a card foz me,and which 
If of our cards comes firſt ſhal win;here yon ſ& is no deceit, 
Ji..! and this Jle play. No truly,laith the Connie,me thinkes 
there can be no great craft in this : wellfaith the barng- 
cle,foz a pint of wine hane at you: (a they play as befoze, 
five vp.and the verſer wins. This is hard luck, ſayth the 
Barnacle,and xbelecye (hthonef man ſpies ſome carde 
4n the bottom,nnd therfoze Jle make this,alwais fo pzick 
the bottom card:content ſaith the verſer, aid the Connie 
fo cloak the matter,ſaith:ffr,you offcr me intury to think 
that J cancall a card, when J neither touch them, ſhuffle, 
cut,noz dzaw them: Ah fir,ſatth the-harnacic,qtue loofers 
leane fo ſpeak:wel,fo it they go againe,and then the bars 
nacle knowing the game beſf,by chopping a card winnes 
two ofthe flue, butlets the verſer win the ſet, then ina 
:£3afe he ſweareth tis but his 1il luck, andhe can ſee no des 
' ceit in if, and therefo2e he wil play rit.d.a cut, The verfer 
- ts confkent,t wins i1.02 iti. 5.97 the barnacle, whereat hee 
-chafes,and ſaith, J camehethcr [2 an ii] zoure-but 7 whll 
win my monle again,s2 loſo al in ny yu;fe; with thathe 
d2aws out a'pur:e with ſome thee 02 four pouud, & claps 
at onthebo2d;ths verlec aſiicth the.conte ſecretly by _ 
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'T, he Artofc uncline.. 


| he will be his balfe,be py fraight ſeeks fo2 his 


parſe:well,the barnacle ſhuffles the cards thzonghly,and 
the verſer cuts as befoze, the Barnacle when he bath d2a- 
{ven one card,ſaith,tle either win ſomthing 02 loſe ſeme- 
thing,therfoze ile vie and reuieenery card af my pleaſare, 
fill either yours o2 mine come out , and therefoze twelue 
pencs bpon this card,my card coms firlf fo2 twelte pence: 
no ſaith the Uerſer,J ſaith the Connie, and J durft holbe 
twelne pence moze,why,J bolde you, ſaith the Barnacle, 
and fo they vie and reuie fill ſome ten ſhillings bee on the 
fake: and then next comes fo2th the verſers card;fhat the 
Connie called, and ſo the Barnacle loſeth : wel, this fleſh- 
eth the Conny,the ſweefnes of gaine maketh him frolike, 
and no man is mo2e readie fo vie and reute then he, Thus 
foz thzee o2 foure times the barnacle [ofcth; at laſt to whet 
on the Connie,he ſtriketh his chopt card, and winneth a 
good take. Awaie with the witch, cries the Barnacle, 
bope the cards will furne af laſf.J much,thinketh the con- 
nie,twas buta chance that you aſkt ſo right,toaſke one of 
the fiue that was cut off, J am ſure there was fozty toons 
on my ſide, and ile haue you on the lurch anone,ſo ffil thep 


'Vie and renie,and fo: once that the barnacle winnes, the 


| g E My "» 


conic gets fiue,at laſt when they meane foſhaue the conie 
cleane of all his coine, the barnackle chafeth,and vppon a 
pawne bozroweth ſome monie of the Zapfter,e ſweares 


he wil vie it to the vttermof, then thus be chops hiscard. 


fo croſ-vite weconnie. be firſt tookes on the bottome card, 
and ſhuffles offen,but fill keeping that Lottome Carde, 


Which he knowes to bs bppermoft,then ſets he dowrne the 


cards,and the Uerſer fo encourage the Connie,cut of buf 
thee carvs,whereof the barnacles card muſt needs be the 
Oppermdſt,thenthewes be the bottome carde of the other 
heape cut offfo the connie,and ſefs it vpon the barnacles 


laide bppermoft, muſt come fo2th firſt, and then ths bar- 


Hitlscalles that cardo; they dzawy a rarde, anv then the 


War- 
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The Art of Conny-catchleg. 7 
Karnacle vies , and the countriman viesvpor hint: #5 
this is tbe law,asoften as one vies ozreuies , the other 
mult (ce it,els he loſeth. the ſtake: wel,at laft the barnacts 
plies-it ſo, that perhaps be vies moze many then the.cony 
bath in his purſe. The cony vpon this, knowing his card. 
is the third o2. fourth card, and that hee hath-fozry to one 
againſt the Barnacle,pawnes tis rings.if bee haue any, 
his ſwo2d,hiscloke, oz cls what bee bath about him, to 
maitifaine the vie,and, when he laughs in his lecue,thins- 
king he bath fleft thebarnacleof all,then the barnacles 
card comes fozth,and firckes ſuch a cold humoz vato his: 
bearf, that bee.ſits; as a man in a traunce , not knowing 
What fo doe, and ſighting while his bart is redy to bzeake, 
thinking an, the mony that he hath loft,perhaps the man 
is veryſiaple and patient,and whatloeuer he thinks,foz 
feare goes.1,t5.way gquiet- with his loffe, while the conny- 
catchers laugh and deuide the ſpoyle,and beingont ofthe 
Þ92ces,pooze inan,gocs to his lodging with-a heauy hart, 
penſjue & ſo2rowful, but toolate, fo perhaps his Rafe did 
dependon that mony,andſo.he,bis wife,his chilvzen,and: 
his. fanulie, Are bzvught toertream miſerie, Another pecs: 
haps m628 hardy and ſubtil,fmokes tho conveatchers,and: 
ſnell eth colenage,and ſaith, they ſhal nct haue his mony 
ſo,buit they anſwere tin with bzauves,and thogh be bzing 
them be fgze an.officer,yet the knaues are ſo faus2rd.that. 


the man yeuer ba ret mzny, and yet he islet flips; 


vapinilhed. Thus are the peg2e conies robb<d- by tyels: 
baſe binded caferpillers: thus are ſecuttzmen oft entiſey 
fo play,and loſe al:thus are p2entiſcs induced to be Cons 
Rics,and.ſ0 2re.co te an malters many,vea pyaoneg. 
gent! ts.andothers,are ſetcht urhby-theſe: 


ertip; merchan 
vamnabl? rabebels,a. plague as U.6s hell, which i8,*p2es/ 
ſent lofſe of monty, tenſuing miſerie. Alamentable caſe 
in england, when ſuch vipers are ſuffredto bzeev.and axe. 
not cut off with the ſwo;yof inftice. his engamity is not. 
Maa ,ondanyb {xg Sacre NET 4 
Cnge- 
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2.  The« Artof Cnmmy-eatthing. © 
_ england in enery ſhire,city,and town of ariy receipf;and 
many complaints are beard of their egregious colenage on 
Lhe poze farmer ſimply going about his buſſnes,o2 vnto 
his attarneys chamber,is cateht vp# coſened of all. The 
ſeruing-man ſent with his Lo2des treaſure , loſefh oft - 
fimes moſt part to theſe wozms of the commonwelth, the 
p2entice hauinghis maſters mony in charge,is ſpoiled by 
them, and from an honeſt ſernant either dztnenforun as 
way,o2 foline in diſcredit foz ener. The genflemanloſeth 
bis land, the marchant bis ffock;and all to theſe abhomi- 
nable conny-catchers , whoſemeanes 1s as ill as their li- 
ning, foz they are all either wedded to whozes, 02 (0 addt- 
ccd to whozes,that what they get from hone men, they 
ſpend in bawdy houſes among harlots,and conſume it as 
batnly as they get it villanoufly; Their eares are of ada- 
manf,as pitilesas they are frecherons,foz be the man ne 
ner (o pooze, they wil not return him one peny ofhts los. 
A remember a merry telt dene cf {ate to a welchman,who 
beingamere ſtranger inLond5,and not wel acquainfed 
with the Englifh tongue, yet chaunced amongſt certaine 
cony-catchers, who ſpping the gentleman to hanve mony, 
they ſo dealt with him,that what by finnes , and bzokerr 
engliſh,they got him infoz a cony,and fleeſt bimof every 
peny that he had,and of his ſwo2d, af {aſt the ma ſmoakf 
them,anddzew his dagger vpon them af Ludgate, - foz 
thereabouts they had catcht him, and would hane ſtabde 
pnoof them fg2 kis mony,peoplecame and ſfopthim,'and 
the rather became they could not vnderſtand him,though 
e had a card in one hand,and his dagger inthe other,and 
ſaidas wel as he could,acard,acard, Pondien. Jn the 
meane while.the conny-cafchers were got into Paules, 
and ſo away.The welchman folowed them,ſ&king thenr 
there vp and down in the charch ſtil with his naked vag- 
ger andthe card in his band,and the genflemen maraeld 
what bemeant thereby,at laſtone ofhis counfrimen met 
btm,atdenquired the _—_— bis choler,and then be _ 
Ks | 2 
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him how he was colened | all 'bys 


at cards,and robbed” of 
mony,but as his loſe was voluntary,ſs his ſee!ting them 
was meer banify,fo2 they were ſtept into ſome blind ale 
bouſe to denide the ſhares; Neere ta S.Cdmnunds Birie 
in Suffolk, there dwelt an honeſt man a Shomaker, that 
bauing ſometwenty markes in his purſe , long a gathe- 
ring,andneerly kept,came to the market to bup a dicker 
ofhioes,and by chaunce fel among cony-catchers , whoſs 
names Jomit,becauſe J hope of their amendment. This 
plain counfrunan dzawn in by theſe (o2mer deuiſes, was 
made a cony,and fo fkraight fiript of all his xx.marke,to 
his vtter vndoing: the knanes ſcapt,and be went home & 
ſo;owiul man, Dhoztly after,one of theſe cony-catchers 
was taten fo; aluſpected perſon,andlaid in Bury gale, 
the ſeſſions comming,and he p:oduced fo the bar, it wag 
the foztune ofthis pooze omaker to be there, who ſpy- 
ing this roague tobe arained,was glad,and ſaid nothing 
bnto him, but look what would be the ins of his appex- 
raunce, afthelaſte hee was b2ought befoze the Jultices, 
where he was examined of his life,and being demanded 
what occupation he was,ſaid none, what p2ofeſſion then 
are you of, bow liue you? Parry quoth he, Jam a gentles 
man,andliue of my frends, Nay thaf isa lie quoth the 
p02 ſhoomaker, vnder cozrectionof the wozthipful of the 
bench, you hane a frade,and areby your art a Conp-cat- - 
cher, A cony-catcber ſaid oncof the Juſtices,any fniled; 
what 1s he a warriner felow, whoſe warren kepetþ be 
canlt thou tel? Nay ftr,your wozthip mifta:zcth me qv,ths 
ſhoomaker, be is nof a wariner, but a conny-catcher; the 
bench,that neuer beard this name befoze,ſmilde,attribu-' 
ting thename fo the mans ſimplicitie,thongbt he mean£ 

a lvarriner, which the ſhomaker ſpying , aunfwcred,tbat 


ſome conles this felow catcht, were wozth twenty maris 


a peece,and fo2 pzoof quoth he,J am ons of them : and (0 
diſcourlk the whole o2der of the art, and the baſenes of the 
coſening;wherupon the Jultices loking into his life, aps 
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ny-eatching. 
'pointedhimfo be whipt;and the ſhomaker defired that he 
might gene him his patment, which was araunted:when 
be came to his puniſhmenf,the ſhomaker laugyt, fayiug, 
tis a mad wozld when poo2 contes are able to beate their 
catchers,but helent him ſo frendly laſhes, that almoft He 
made him pay an ounce of blond fo2 euery peunde of fil- 
ver. Thus we ſ& how the generation of theſe vipers ins 
creaſe,to the confuſion of many honeft men, whoſe p2acti- 
ſes fo mp po2e power J hane diſcouered,and ſet out, with 
the villanous fleightcs they vſe tointrap the ſimple , yet 
hanue they-clokes foz theraine,and ſhadowes fo2 their vi- 
lanies,calling if by the name of arf oz law:as conny-cat- 
ching art.o2 cory-catching law. And herofit riſeth, Þ like 
as law,when the terme ts fruely conſidered, ſignifieth þ 
v2dinance of god men, eſtabliſhed fo2 the commonwelth, 
fo rep2eſſe al vicious lining,ſo theſe cony-catchers furne 
the cat in the pan,geuing to diners vile pafching fhiftcs, 
an honeff & godly title,calling if by the name of a law,he- 
cauſe by a multitude of tateful rules, as if were in good 
learnine,they crerciſe their villantes fo the deſtructts of 
ſnd2y boneft perſons, Yerupon they gene their falſe con 
- ueyance,the name ofcony-cafching law, as there be alſo 
other lawcs: as high law,ſacking lawe,figging law,ches 
finglaw and barnards law. Jf you marnail af theſe mt- 
ſeries and quevnt wo2ds, confider,as the Carpffer hath 
menp ferm-s familtar mough to his p2entices,that other 
bnderftand not at al,ſo bane the cony-cafchers not with- 
out great canſe:fo2 a falſhod once defected,can never conx 
paſſe the deſired effect. Therefoze will J pzcſently ac- 
quainf you withthe igniffcation of the fermes in a Tas 
ble. But leaving them fil tims andplace. Coming downe 
Lurnmil ftreet the ofher day,J met one whom J ſuſpe- 
>eda conycatcher;Jdzew him on toy tanern, and after a 
cup of wine oz two, Jfalkt with him of the maner of his 
life,x fold þim J was ſozy foz þis frends ſake) he toke (9 
a eee bay 
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Art of Comm-catchimg. 


bad a Slevurſo: as to line vpon the ſpoile of p002gmen, and 
ſpecially todeſerue the name of coni-catching,piſſwading 


bimfrom that baſe kind of life, that was  ignominivus 


FSC 


in the wozld,andſo lothſome in the fight of God. Tut fir, 


qusth he,calling me by my name,as my religion is ſma!, 
ſo ny devotion is lefſe, Jleane Gad fo be diſputed on by 
diuines,the two ends J aime at.are game and eaſe , but 
by what honeſt gaines J may get,nener comes within þ 
cempaſſe of my thoughts. Zbogh your experience in tras 
naile be greatf, yet in home matters mine be moze, pea,J 
am ſure pou are nof ſo ignozant,but you know that fewe 
mencan line vp2ightly, vnleſſezcehane ſome pzety way 
moze then the wozldis witnes to, to helye him withall; 
Zbink you ſome lawpers could be (ach purchaſers,if all 
their pleas were ſhot, and their pzoceedinges inltice and 
conſcience 2 that offices would be ſa dearely bought,fany 
the buiers (0 ſone enriched,if they counted not pilage an 
boneft 1nd ofpurchaſe? oz doe you think that men of has 
dic trades make all their conumodities without falfhood, 
when ſo many of them are become daily purchaſers 7? nay 
what wil pou moze, whoſs hath not ſome ſiniſter way fg 
help himſelfe,bnt foloweth bis noſe alwaies ſtraight fo2s 
ward, may wel hoid bp the head foz a yeare 62 two,but þ 
third he muft neds ſink, and gather the windinto begers 
hauen,therfoze ſir, ceaſe toperſwade me to the contrarte, 
foz my reſolution is fo beat my wits,and ſpare not to buy - 
ſte my b2aines fo ſaue and help me,by what mxean es & [32 
uer Jcare not, ſo Jmay auoids tye Tiger 57 the lawe: 
wherupon,ſeing this cony-=catcher reſolued in his fozme 
of life, leauing þim to his lewdnes J went.away, wonde- 
ring at the baſenes of their minds,that would ſpend their 
time in (uch deicſtable ſozt . Butno maruell,foz they are 
geuen bp intoa repzobate ſence,and arein religton nere 
atheifts,as they are in trade flat diſſemblers,if J ſhoulos 
ſpend many ſhets i 4 deciphering tdeir ſhifts,it were frt- 
nelous,in that they.be many,and ful ofvariety,fo; "ry 
ay 
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The Art of Commpotebing:” 
hay they-invent new tricks, and ſuch queinf denies &s. 
are ſecref,yet paſſing dangerous,that if a man had 47g»s 
eyes,he conld ſcant pie into the bottom of their pzactiſes 
Thus foz the benefit of my countrey J haueboiefly diſco- 
vered the law of Cony-catching defiring all Juſtices , 
ſach coſeners light in their Pzecint,enen fo vle /omaine 
55 ayainft them , becauſe it ts the baſeſt of all villanies. 
And that London p2entices,if they chance in ſuch conny- 
catcherscompante,meay teach them London law,that is, 
to defend the paoze men thatare wzonged,and learn the 
caferpillers the highway to Newgate,where if Bind fas 
your them with the heauteft irons in all the houſe, 4 giue 
tbe his vnkindeſt entertainment,no doubt his other pety 
ſinnes fhalbe balfe pardoned fo2 his labour:but 3 woulde 
it might be thetrfoztune to happen into Nobleg Nozth- 
wardin white chappel.thcretn faith round Robin his de 
putie,would make them,like wzetches,fel the waight of 
bis beauieſt feffers,And ſo defiring both honourable and 
we:ſhipful,as well Jullices, as other officcrs,and all es 
_ from the p2ince fo the beggar,to reſf p2ocefſed ene- 
ics to theſe baſemindev conycatchers,J take my leaue. 
Naſcmur pro pairia, 


fI8s.> 


| Atableofthewords of art, vſedin the effeing 
theſe baſe uullanies. 


"Prbereix 3s Aiſcouered the nature of eery terme, being oye 
per 10 nong but to the profeſiors thereof. 


1 Dighlaw robbing by the ighWay fe ide, 

2 ®ackinglaw lecherie, 

3 Chetinglaw play at falſe dice. 

4 Croſ-biting law.  coſenage 4 whores, 

5 Conycatching law coſenage by card:, - 

6 Uerfing law —_ p, falſe gold. 

7 Figging law cutting of purſes, picking of pockets; 

8 Bargards law - 4 drunken :coſenageby carts, = 
Theſe 
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The Wo of Conmcarbing. 
Theſe are the cight lawes of villanie , leading the 
B. waieto infamic, 


Thetfe is called a Fixh lawſer, 
Ver e that arterec the qe Scripper 
that tandeth to watch,an Dake 
me hi is robd the Martin 
en he yeeldeth, ſtouping 


m_ 
| if a man 
Jn lackingLaw . 4 whooze,a Tommoditie woe 
The whooze houſe;a Trugging place 


Dardon me Gentlemen.fo2 although noman ceulb better 
then my lelfe diſconer this lawe and hts tearmes. and the 
name of their Cheats, Bardvice, Flats, Fozgers, Langrets, 

—— JL 
3 11D contr em vpon aWnantacce,yet 
(peciall reaſons, herein will be ſilent. OPIOTD 


, whooze,the Traffique 
In Trol _ x The om_— ts nb x in,the Sf mpler 
we The villataes that take them,the Cro(.biters 
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I high Lawe 
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I tug law doe hugh np Barnackle 
The monte that is wonne, Purchaſe 
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The Artof Croſſ-biting. 
Theſe quaint termes do theſe baſe arts vſe to ſhadow 


| their villan withall:foz , mula latent que non patent , 9Þ- 


ſcaring their filthie craffs with theſe faire colours , that 
the ignozant may nof eſpie what their ſabfiltie ts : buf 


- their end wil be like their beginning , hatcht with Cain, 


andconſumed with Jadas: and ſo bidding them avue te 


art of Croſ-biting, | | 


| __ Theartof Croſ-biting- 

'T Be Croſ-biting law1s a publique p;ofeſſion of ſhame- 

les coſenage,mixt with inceſkuous whozedomes, as il 
as was pzactiſed in Gomozha oz Dodom,though not after 
theſame bnnaturalmanner : foz themethod of their miſ- 
chieuous art(with bluſhing chekes © frembling hart lef it 
be ſpoken)is, that theſe villanous vipers , vnwozthy the 
name of men,baſe roagues(yet why doe J tearme them ſo 


- well)being outcaſts from God, vipers of the wo2ld,and an 


ercremental reuerſion of ſin,doth conſent,nay conſtrayne 
their wines fo yeeld the vſe of their bodtes fo other men, 
that taking them fogether,he may croſ-bite the party of 


_ all thecrownes he can pzeſently make,and that the wozld 


may lc their monſtrous p2actiſes, J wil bziflyſet downe 
the manner. 
They haue ſundzy p2aies that they cal ſtmplers, which 


| Ketmon fonvly and wantonly geuen, whom fo 2a penaltie 
. fthetrluſf,they fleece ofal that euer theybaue;ſome mar 


chants, p:enfices,ſeruingmen, genflemen, peomen , far- 


mers, and all degres,and this is their fozme:there are re- 


ſident in Londone the ſuburbes, certain men affired like 


 Genflemen,b2auefellowes,bathaſely minded, who lining 
* ih want,as their laſt refuge;falvnfo this croſ-biting law 
_-andtomaintein themſelues,etther marry with ſome ftale 


whoze,oz els fozſoth keep one as their fred: and theſe per- 
ſons be comonly men of the etght lawes befoze rehearſed: 


ſuch 
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the deuil,and you farewell toGod, Yend, Andnow to the 
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The Art of Crofſ-bitins. 
ſuch of the like fraternitie.Thele when their other frades 
tail,as the Cheater, when he bath no coſin to grime with 
his ftop dice,02 þ high lawier, when be hathno ſet match 
fo ride about,ahid the Nip when there is no fearme,faire, 
no: time of great aſfemblie, then fo maintaine the maine 
chance,they vſe the benefite of their wines 02 friends, to 
the croſ-biting of ſuch as luſt after their filthie enozmi- 
tics : ſome ſimple men are dzawen on by ſubfill meanes, 
which never infendedſucha bad matter, Jn ſummer e» 
uenings,and in the winfer nightes, theſe trafickes,theſe 
common truls Þmeane,walke ab2oad either inthe fields 
02 ſtretes that are commonly hanted,as tales to dzawe 
men info hell, anda farre of, as attending appleſquires, 
certaine croſ[-biters ſtand aloofe, as if they knew them 
not : now lo many men fo many affections. Dome vn- 
ruly mates that place their content inluſt, lefting ſlippe 
the libertie of their etes on theip painted faces, fede vpon 
their vachalſt beauties,till their hearts beſet on fire : then 
come they fo theſe mintons, and court them with many 
ſweet wo2ds:alas their louesne&ds no long ſutes, foz they 
are fozthwith entertained,and: either they go to-the Wa- 
tierne to ſcale vpthe match with a pottle of Jpocras, 02 
ſtraight hecarries him to ſome bad place,and there picks 
bis pocket,o2 elſe the Crofſ-bifers comes ſwearing in, & 
ſo out-face thedilmatied companion, that rather then ee 
would be b2onght in queſtion, he would viſburſe 243,44--- 
behath pzcſent. But this-js but an cane colnage: Dome 
other meting with one of that p2ofcflion-in the fireet, wil 
queftion.if ſhe will dzinke with him a pint of wine,theyz 
 frade isnener-to refuſe,and-iffoz manners they doe,tf is 
- butonce : 44heu ſcarce-all they be warme;in the rg@me, 
but in comes a tcrrible fellow, with a ſide haire#aſegres 
full beard;as though he were one of Polypzemus car, & 
| he comes frowning in 4 ſaith, what haſt thou to doe baſe 
knaue,to carrie my filter oz my wife.to the taucrn:by his 
 ownes you whoze,tis ſome of your copanions, J.wilhaue 
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The CArt of Croſcbiting. ET, 
you both befoze the Juſfice,Deputie,o2 Conſtable , fo bg Po + 
examined. The pooze ſcruingman,appzentiſe,farmer , oz —_ 


whatſoeuer be is,ſ&ing ſuch a ferrible huffe ſmuffe , ſwea- 
ring with bis dagger in his hand, is fearefull both of þim 
and fo be bzought in trouble, and therfoze ſpeakes kinvly 
and courtconſly vnto him, and defires him to be content 
be meant noharm.Zhe whoze, thatbath teares at comes 
maund,fals a weeping,and cries him mercy, At this ſub 
miſſion of them both he triumphs like a bzagard, and will 
take no compaſſion: yet at laſt, thzongh infreaty of other 
his companions comming in as ſtrangers, bee is pacified 
with ſome fozty ſhillings, and the pooz man cocs ſfo2row- 
ful away,ſightng ont that which Salomon hath in his 
pzonerbs, A ſhameles womar hath hony in her lippes , and her 
tbrote as ſweet as hony,her throte as ſoft as oyle:but the end of 
her is more bitter then Aloes,and her tougne is move ſharp ther 
atwo edged ſword,her feet go vatodteath , and her ſteppes leade 
__entobell, | 
-. Again theſe fruls when they haue gof in a nonice,then 
ftraight they pick his purſe, and then haue they their croſ- 
biters redy, fo whom they conuepthe mony.and ſo offer 
themſelnes to be ſcarcht: but the pooze man 1s ſo outfaced 
by theſe croſ-biting Ruffians , that hee is glad fo goe a 
Way content with bis loſſe,yet are theſe eafie pzactiſes.D 
_. miqht the Juſtices ſend out ſpitals in the night,they hold 
- ſ&how theſe treet walkers wilicf in rich garded gowns, 
queint periwtgs,rufs oi the largeſt ſize,quarter and halfe 
dep, glo2tzo richly with blew ſfarch,their cheekes died 
with ſurfuling water,thus are they frickt vp, and either 
 walkelike ales vp and down the ſtrects,o2 ſfande like 
the deuils 5:4- af a fauern o2 alehouſe,as if who ſhoulde 
ſay, if any be ſo minded fo ſatiſfie his filthie luſt, to lende 
me his purſe, and the dcuil hts ſoule,let him cone tn and 
be welcome. Now ſir comes bp a conntrey farmer , wats 
ing from his inneſoperfozm ſome buſines,and ſceing ſuch 
Ag92gcous damzell, bee wondaing at ſuch a baaye wench, 
Fo 2 ttands 
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The Art of CroſF biting. 


ſfand ffaring her on the face,oz perhappes doth buf caf a 

glance,and bid her ged ſped,as plain ſimple ſwains have - 
their luſtie humozs as well as others : the trull traight 
beginning her exord4iuw with a ſmile,ſaith 2 how now my 
friend, what want you, would you ſpeake with ante body 
here? Jfthe felow hane ante bolde ſpirit, perhaps he will 
offer the wine,e then he is caught,tis inough: in he goes, 
and they are chamberd:then ſends ſhe fo2 her buſband,oz 
bir friend,and there cither the farmers pocket 1s ſkript,oz 
elſe the croſ-biters fall vpon him, and thzeaten him with 
b2idewill andthe law:then foz feare he ataes them all in 
bis purſe,and makes them ſome bill to pate a (umme of 
monte at a certaine date. If the pooze Farmer bee baſh- 
full,and paſſeth by one of theſe ſhamelelle ffrumpets,then. 
will ſhe verſe if with him, andclaime acquaintaunceof 
bim,and by ſome pollicte 02 other fall aboozd on him,and 
carrie himinto ſome houſe o2 other : if he but enter in at 
the doozes with her (though the pooze Farmer neuer kilt 
ber)yetthen the croſ-bifers,like vultures, will pzay vpon 
his purſe,and rob him of eueriepenne, Jf there bee anie 
yong gentleman that is a noutce and hath not ſeenc theyz 
traines,to him will fome common filth(that never knew 
loue)faine an ardent and honeſt affection, till ſhe and her 
croſ-biters hane verſt him tothe beggers eſtate. Ah gens 
ftlemen,marchants,yeomen and farmers, let this to you 


luſf,thaf your tnozdinafe defire be not * m3%94ne {3 unpe- 
ueriſh your purſes,diſcredit pour good names,condemie 
your ſgules,but alſo that your wealth got with the ſweat 
of your b2owss,02 left by your parents as a patrimonte, 
ſhall be a pzate fo thofe cooſning croſ-biters, Dome fond 
men are ſo farre in with theſe deteſfable frugs, that they 
conſume what they haue vpon them,and find nothing buf 
a Neapolitan fauoz ſoz their laboz. Reade the ſeuenth of . 
Dalomons pzouerbs,and there af large viewthe deſcrip» 
fron of a ſhameles and impudent curtizan: pet is there an 


other 


all,and foeuery degree elſe,be a caueat io warn you from- 
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The Art of Croſſe-vitmg. © PO 
* other kind &f croſ-biting which is moſt peſtzlenf,and that 
is this. There lines about this:towne certains houſhol-: 
ders,yet mere ſhifters.and cooſners; 'who, learning ſoure /- 
tinfight in the cinill law, walke abzode ltke;paratozs,fum-. 
ners and infozmers,becingnone at alleither in cffice 02 
credit, and they «co ſpping about where any marchant,o2 
marchants p2entife,citizen, wealthie farmer, 62 other ef 
credit,either accompany with ante woman familtarly,o2 
elſe hath notten ſome maide with child, as mens natures 
be p2one to fin,ftraight they come oner bis fallows thus : 
they ſend fo2 him to a tauerne,x ther open the matter vn* 
fo hum, which they haue cunninaly larned ouf,felling him 
be mult be pzeſented fo the Arches, & the (citation ſhalbe 
peremptozily ſerved in his pariſh church . The partie as . 
fraid to haue his credit crackt with the wozſhipfull of the 
Citie,and the reft ofhis neighbo2s, & arieuing highly his 
wife ſhould heare of if, ſtraight takes compoſition with 
this coſner fo2 ſome twentiemarkes,nay Jheard of fozty 
- pound croſ-biften at one time,s the the coſning info2zmer 
o2 cro{-biter pzomiſeth to wipe himout ofthe boke,x dis 
charge him from the matter, when if was neither know- 
enno2 p2clenfed:ſo go they tothe woman , and fetch ber 
off if ſhe be married, aud though they hane fhis groſſe ſum 
pet oft times they croſ-bite hir foz moze:naythusothey 
feare citizens,p2enfiſes E farmers,that they find but any 
Iya'?2 ſuſpitious of the like fault, The croſ-bifing bauds, 
fo2 no betre, .3:: J tearme them, in that fo2 lucre they 
conceale the ſin,and ſmoother vpluſt,donot onely inrich 
themſelues mightily thereby, but alſo diſcredite, hinder, 
and pzetudtce the court of the Arches, and the Dfficcrs 
belonging fs the ſame, There are ſome poze blinde patch - 
es offhat facaltie,that have their Tenements purchaſed, 
and their plate on the boozde verie (olemnly, who onelp 
gef their gaines hy croſ-biting,as is «fo2c rehearſed. Buf 
leauing them fo the deepe infight of ſuch as be appointed 
with iultice to cozrec vice, againe {o the crue of my fo2s 
" RE. mer 
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T he Art of Croſ-hiting. 


mer crof-bifers, whoſe f& ſimple to line bppon,is 
buf the folowing of common,diſhonef and tdle truls, and 


demonftration,tle tel yon a pzefie tale of late perfozmdin 
biſhoplgate ffreef,there was there fiue fraffiques, petty, 
but common huſwitnes,that Cod faſt by a fauern doze, los 
Ring if ſome p2ay would paſſe by foz their purpoſe, anone 
the eldeſt ofthem,and molt expericnced in that law,called 
al 1B.ſpted a maſter ofa ſhip comming along: here 1s a 
{1npler quoth ſhe, Jle verſe him, oz hang me, Sir , ſayde 
tee,God enen, what,are pou ſo liberal to beſtow on th2ee 
god wenches that are d2ie, 8 pint of wine, Jn faith, faire 
women qd.he,J was never nigard foz ſo much , and with 
that betakes ons ofthem by the hand, and carics them all 


into the ftauern, there be beſtowed cheare and ipocras bp- 


on them,dainking hard til the ſhot came fo a noble, ſothaf 
they itt.caronuſing to the gentleman , made him ſomewhat 


tipſy, and then & vcnss in; vmis,ignis migne frit wel,night - 
grew on,and hee would away , but this miſires Mall 15, .. 


{;opt his 1ozney thus,gentleman, qd, ſhe,this vndeſerued 
fauo2 of yours makes vs fo deeplic beholding to you,/that 
our abilitie 1s not able any way to make ſafficient ſatiſs 
faction,yet to ſhew vs kind in what we can , you ſhall naf 
deny me thts requeſt,to ſe my fimple houſe befoze you go, 
The gentleman a litle whitled ,conſented, 4 went with 
them,ſo the ſhot was paid,x away they g9e: Witthort tHe 
fauern doze ſtod two of their huſbands, & 45. © L U,and 


they weee made p2iuy fo the pzactiſe. Yome goes the gen- | 


tleman with thete luſty huſwtucs, fiumbling,at laſte hee 
was welcome to 9,Mals houſe,and one of the the went 
into a chamber, and got to bed , whoſe name was A, B, 
after they had chatted a while,thettentleman would haue 
ben-gone,but ſhe told him that befo2e he went, bee ſhonlde 
ſi al the romcs of her houſe, and ſo ledde him-vp into the 
chamber where the party lay in bed;whs1s here, eſt 


thereby maintain themſelnes b2aue,and the trmumpets in 
handſome furniture. And foend this art with an Engliſh. 
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> Thee tt of Eroſſ-Bting,. * 
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"a C Stntieinn quaris ſaith Pal,a goodpzetie wench tr,atid 
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if you be not well, lie zowne by her, you can fake no harm 
of her: dzonkennes deſires luſt, and ſo the Gentleman be - 
gins todallie,and awaie goes ſhe with the candle, and af 
laſt he put of his clothes and went to bed: yet he was not 
ſo d2onke,but he could after a while remember his monp, 
and feeling foz his parſe all was gone,and th2e linkes of 
his whiſtle b2oken off- ths ſum that was tn his purſe was 
in gold and ſiluer twentic nobles, As thas hee was ina 
maze,thounghhtis head were well laden,in comes J.%5.the 
good man of thehonſe,and two other with hinzand ſpea- 
king ſomwhat loud, peace huſ band quioth ſhe,there is one 
in bed,ſpeak not ſo loud. Jn bed,faith he,gogsnownes ile 
go ſ&,and ſo will J,ſaith the other:you ſhall nof ſaith his 
wife,but ffroue againlt him,but vp goes he and his croſ- 
biters with him,x ſeing the Geiitſeman in bed,out with 
bis dagger,and aſked what baſe villain it was that there 
ſought to diſhoneff his wife:well, he ſent one offthem foz 


a conftable,and made the gentleman riſe, who halfe dzonk 


vet had that remembzance to ſpeake faire,and to intreate 
R -- to kep his credit : but ho intreatie coald ſerue, but 
"tothe Counter he muft,+theConffable mabh be ſent foz: 

--pef at thelaſt one of them intreated that the gentleman 
might behoneftly vſed,andcaried to's Taucrne fo falke 
of De maffer fill a conſtable come. £Muf, ſaith 3.13. J wil 
—Hauelaw ypon him;but the baſe croſ-biter at laſt ſfoope, 
--andfothe Tauerne they! go, wherv the Gentlemanlaive 
His whiftle to pawne fo21hovy;+ thersGoſtowedagmuch 
of them as came fo ten tyillings, and fafe'd2inking and 
falking vntill the next mozrow. By that the Gentleman 
| hadftoliiea ndp,and wakingit was daie light, and thert 


- menibzinghis nights Wozke,ſoberly Cmiling,aſked them 
tf they kriew what be was?thep anſwered,not wel:UWhy 
then quoth he,yon baſe cooſntng rogues, pou thatl erg we 
part:and with that dzawing his ſwozd,kept themintothe 
chambver,dcſiring that the conftable might be ſent foz;but 

this 
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" fecitng hibnlelfe compafſed with theſe croſ-biters,and re- | 
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biſtozyof her whozthh qualities : but the replying,fwoze, 


 who2es and coſeners heard of his credite and ſeruice,they 
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martirvame, when bpon hor ſhoulders was engrauent 


ſith he was ſo.luſty,her huſband ſhonld nof put it vp by no 
meanes, 7 will fel the thou baſecroſ-biting baud, quoth 
he,and you cooſening companions, J ſerue a nobleman, x 
fo2 my credit with him, J refer me fo the penaltie he will 
impoſe on pou,foz by God J wil make you an example to 
all croſ-biters ere J ende with yon, J tel yon villaines , J 
ſerue,and with that he namde bis Lozd . When the guilty 


began humbly fo infreat him fo be good fo the;tben quoth 
he,firſtdeliuer me my mony , they vpon that gladly gaue 
bim all, aud refto2ed the linkes of his chaine. When bes 
bad all, be ſmiled, andſware afrefh thathe would fozmenf 
them foz al this , that the ſeneritie of their puniſhment 
might be a caueat foothers to beware of the like cooſe- 
nage; and bppon that knockt with bis foote,and ſapde hes 
would not let them go til be had a conſtable, Then in ge- 
neral they humbled themſelues,ſo recompencing the Lork 
fie,that be agreed topaſoouer the matter,conditionallis 
beſide, ſþat they would pay tbe ſixtcne ſhillinges hee bad 
ſpent in charges, which they alſo perfozmed. The Gentle- 
man fcept his way,and ſaid, you may ſe the olde pzouerbs 
fulfilled, Fa/lers fallentem non eſt fraus , Thus baye Jes 
ciphered an.odioys p2actiſe yot wozthy tobe named ; and | 
now wiſhing al,of what eſtate ſoener,to beware of filtþy 
iuf,aud ſuch damnable ſtales as dzaweomen ſon fo jnoz- | 
pinate defires, and rather fo ſpend their coine amongeft 
boneſtcompanie then tobegueatb it to ſuch. baſe} croſ-bi- 
fers,8s pzai8vpon men, like ravens vpon dead carcaſes, 
'Sendwith this prajer,that Cro-biting and Conny-cat- | 
ching may be as little knowon in England, as the eating . 
of ſwines.fizth was amongitths Jewes, Farewel. 
Oo | Naſermurpropairia, oy 
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PFASANT DISCOVERY: OP 
Lthough(courtcous Readers)I did | _ 
$8 |not put in amonegſtthe lawcs of co- 
7 |[[ening,thelawot legering,whichis a 
v deceit wherewith colliers abuſe the 
S|commonwelth,in hauing vnlaiwtul 
lacks, yet take it forapetitie kinde of 
craftor myſtery,as preiudicial to the poore,as any of 
the other two: tor Iomitted divers other d1ueliſh vi- 
ces:asthe nature of the /ifr,the black art,& the curbing 
law, which is the filchers and zheenes that come into 
houſes or ſhops,8& lift away any thing:or picklocks; 
or hookers at windowes,thogh they be as ſpecres and 
branches to the table before rchearſed . But leauing vs 
them, againto our law of /egering. Know theretore, 
that therebe inhabiting in 8&:about London,certaine 
caterpillers(coliers Iſhould ſay) that terme theſclues 
(among themſelues)by thename of legers) who for 

. - that the honorable the L.Maior of the citic of Zo- 

' - don &his officers, lookeſtraitly tothe meaſuring of 
>,  Coales.doe(to preuent the execution of his 1uſtice,) 
 $a.c+hamſelues in &aboutthe-ſuburbs of London, 
as Shorditch, Whit: chappel, Southwark, 8ſuch places, 
and there they haue a houſe or yard,that hath a back 
pate,becauſc'it is the more contienient for their co- 
{eningpurpoſe, andthe reaforris thiszthe Leger , the 
| afty tollierT meane, riſeth very carly inthemor- 
| ning,andeither gocth rowardes Croyden, Whetſtone, 
| Greerwitch or Romford , and there meeteth the coun. 
tr-y Colliers;whobring toles to ſerue the markette: 
tiicre;nforeſtalliig manner ;chislertr bargayneth 
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3s 3 "IR with the Conntrie Collier forhis coales, anal 
_ forthem nineteene ſhillings or twentie at the moſt,” 
but commonly ffteeneand ſixteene, and thereis in 
the load 36.ſackes : fo that they paie for cuerie cou- 
ple about fourteene pence. Now hauing boughthis 
.coales,cuerie ſacke containing full foure buſhels, he 
carrieth the Countrie Collier home to his legering 
place,and thereat the backe gate cauſeth himto vn- 
loadc,andas they faie, ſhoot the coales downe . As 
ſooneasthe Countrie Collier hath diſpatcht and is 
pone, then the Leger who hath three or foure hired 
men vnder him,bringeth forth his own-facks,which 
be long\& narow, holding at the moſt notthree bu; 
ſhels,ſothat they gainein the change of euerie ſacke 
a buſhel! fortheir pains, Tuſh, yet this were fomwhat 
to be borne withal,although the gaine is monſtrous, 
bur this ſufficeth not, for they fill not theſeſackes full 
by far,butputinto them ſomerwobuſhels &ahalfe, 
layinginthe mouth ofthe ſacke certaine great coles, 
which they callfillers,to make the ſack ſhew faire,al- 
though the reſt be ſmall wilow coles,and halfe dros. 
Whe they haue thus not filledtheir ſacks, butthruſt 
coles into th&,thatwhich they 1-y vppermolſtis be; 
filled;to make the greater ſhew : then. « wu. Lure 
knaue,that is allragd,and durtic on his legs,asthogh 
hecameout of the.Countrie (for they durtje theyr 
hoſe and ſhoosvh purpoſe to taakerhemſclues ſeem 
countrie colliers:) Thus with two ſachs a pecce they 
eithergo outatthebackgate,or ſteal outatthe ſtreet 
fide;and ſogovpand downe the ſuburbs;8 ſel their 
 coales in ſummer for foltteene andfixteenepence a 
' couple,andin winter foreightecne 0x t\ERUC, The 
72404 ITS 2 poore 
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SEROTY: 


the colenage of Colliers, ' * + 


QF cy be countriecolliers,that haue left ſome coles of 
their load,and would gladly haue monie, ſuppoſing 


& othercitizens that buy them, thinke 


(as the ſtatute is)they begoodandlawfull ſackes,arc 


thus cooſned by the legers, & haue but two buſhels 
and a halte for foure buſhels, and yet are extreamlie 
rackt in theprice,which is not onely a great hindcr- 
anceto her Maicſtiespoorecomons, but greatly pre- 
iudiciallto the maſter Colliers, that bring true ſacks 
& meaſureout of the countrie. Then conſider(gen- 
tle reades)whata kind of cooſnage theſe legers vie, 
that make of thirty ſacks ſome 56,which I haue ſeen, 
forT haueſectpowne withmy pen how many turnes 
they haue madeof a load,and they make 28. cuerie 
turnebeing two ſacks,ſo that they haue gotan intol- 
lerablegains by their falſe meafure. I cor:1d not be ſi. 
lent ſceing this abuſe, but thought to reucal itformy 
countries commoditie, and to giue lightto the wor- 
ſhipfull Tuſtices, and other her Maieſties officers int 
Middleſex,Surrey,and elswhere, to looke to ſucha 
groſle cooſnage,as contrarie to adirect ſtatute, doth 
-defraud & impoueriſh her Maieſties-pore comm9s. 
Well maythehcnorableand worſhipfulof London 
florith;v:ho<ac<cullylooke to the countrie coales,8: 
if they finde not 4.buſhels in euericſacke,doſellthe 
tothe poore as forfeit,& diſtribut the mony to them 
that haue need, burning theſacke,8& honoring or-ra- 
ther diſhonoring thepllleriewith the Colliers durty 
faces: & wel may the honorable & worſhipfull of the 
ſuburbs proſper,if they loke in iuſtice to theſe legers 
who deſeruemore puniſhment than the ſtatute ap- 
Pointsfor them, which is whippingata carts tile,or 
withfauorthe pillcric, ae 
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For fewellor firin 2 
mon wea!th,and charcolevied morethenany other, 
the poore notable to buy by the load,are fain to get 
inthcir fire by the ſacke,& lo are greatly coolned by , 
the retaile. Seeing therefore the carctull lawes her 
Maicſtie hath appointed for the wealth of her com- 
mons,and ſuccorof the poore, I would humbly en- 
treatall her Maieſties off cers,to looke into the life of 
theſe legers,and to root them out,thatthe pore fecle 
not the burden of theirinc6ſcionable gaines.I heard 
with my caresapore woman of Shordech,who had 
bought colesofa leger,with weeping teares coplain 
and raile againſt himn the ſtreete, in her roughelo- . 
quence calling him cooſning knaue,8& ſaying,tis no 
maruell, villain (quothſhe)ift men compareyou col- 
liers to the deuill,ſeeing your conſciencesare worſer 
then the deuilles; for heetakes none but thoſe ſouls 
whom God hates : and youyndothepoore whome 
God loues, : ER £1 
Whatis the matter good wife(quoth I) thatyou - 
vie ſuch inueQtiue words againſt the collier:a collicr 
fir(faith ſhe)heis a theefe and a robber of the come 
mon people. le tell you fir, I bought of a Countrie 
collier two ſackes for thirteenepeuce.&T ought of 
this knaue three ſackes,which coſt ci:c .2.pence: and 
fir,when I meaſured both their ſackes,I had more 1n 
thetwo ſackes by three pecks,then I had in thethree 
- I would(quoth ſhe) the Tuſtices wouldelooke ints 
this abuſe,and that my neighbors would joyne with 
me inaſupplication;and by God I would kneele be- 
forethe Queene, and intteate thar ſuch cooſcning 
Colliers might nor gucle bee punithed bogey 7 
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faces, thatno 
man knowes them again,and fo are they careles)bur 
that they might leauetheir cares behinde them for a 
. forfet: & if that wouldnotmend them, that Bu/with 
a faire halter might root them out of the world, that 
liue in the world by ſuchgrofle and diſhoneſt coof: 
nage, The collier hearing this, went ſmiling awaie, 
becauſe he knew his life was not lokt into,8&the wo- , 
' miweptfor anger thatſhehad not ſomc one by that 
mightwith iuſticereuenge her quarell, There bealſo 
certaine Colliers that bring coles to London in Bar- 
oes,and they be called Gripers,to thefe comes thele- 
ger,8& bargens with him forhis coles,81els by retaile 
with the like coſnage of ſackes as I rchearſed before: 
But theſe madLegers (not content with this mon- 
ſtrousgaine)do beſides mix among their other ſacks 
of coales,ſtore of ſhrufte duſt and ſmall cole,to their 


j. - batepillerie,(torthey haueſuchblacke 
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grcataduantage. And for proofe hereofj] willrecite 
youa matter of truth, lately pertormed by a Cookes 


; - 


' wife yponacooſhing Collier.” 
How a Cookes Wife in London did lately ſerme a Collier 
for his cooſnage. 
== T chanced'this Summer that aload 
[ £4, of coles came forth of Kent to Bil- 
NS £1/|linſgate,anda Leger bought them, 
ok G | who-thinking to deceiue the Citi- 
STAS=_ $9 zcn5,ashedid thoſe inthe ſubprbs 
—————=— -furniſht himſelfe with-a couple of 
fackes,and comesvp Saint Mariehill to ſell them: a 
Cookes wife bargained with the collier and bought 
his coales, and they agreed vppon foureteene pence | 
for the couple : which beeing. done, hee carried the 
coales unto the houſe and thot them: $66-mhe 
# 3 | E 
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bad hergo for the Conſtable: for thou cooſening 
rogiie,quoth ſhe,({peaking to the collier)I wiſteach 
thee how thou ſhaltcooſen me with thy falſe ſacks,. 
whatſocuer thou doeſt to others,and I wil hauethee 
before my Lord Maior: with thatſhe caught aſpitin 
herhand,and {wore1t he offered to ſtir, ſhee would 
therewith broach him: at which words the Collier 
was amazed, and the feareof oy / grapiy puthim in 
ſuch afrighr,thathe ſaid hewould go to his boar, 8 


returneagaineto anſwerewhatfocuer ſhe durſt ob- 


teagainſt him, and foxpledge heercof ( uk the 
Collier) keepe my ſackes, your mony,and the coales 
alſo. Wherupon thewomon lethim go,butasſoone 
as the collier was out of doores,it was needles te bid 
himrunne;for downe hegetsto his boate, & awaie 
he thruſts from Billinſgate, andſo immediatly went 
downe to Wapping,andueuerafter durſt returneto 


* 


the Cookes wite to demand cither monic,fackes or - 


coalcs, 


. How aFlaxemife and her neighbours vſed agoife -* 


ning Coller. 


\ T ow Gentlemenby your leaue,and hearea mery ieft : 
#-Ng 7 herewas. in the ſuburbes of London 4 Flaxe wife 
> * that wanted coles and ſeemeo a lever come by with 
a couple of ſackes,that had before decei ved her in like ſorte, 
cheaped, bargained & bought them, & ſowent in with her 
go ſhoote them in her colehouſe. As ſoone as ſhe ſaw her coles 


 - ſhe eaſtlygeſt there:was ſearceſixe __ yet diſſembling 
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4 2: condigne Duni{bment for tie [are \Cre kt hou: depar x. 
T he Collier whot60::ghi they hudbut jefted,ſmiled & ſaid 
. Come 0n,which of you ſhall be my Indge? Marry ,quoth one 
: dolly Damt,thatwsT, und by God you knane, you ſball finds T- 
 Wrllpronowmnee ſentence agdinſ} youſeuertly,ifyoube founde 
"Gniltie. Wihen-the Cilliarfarbe the). wort in carneſt hb ſaid, 
|. = Come,come,open the doore, andiet me gd:with that fre or i 
Sixſtartedvp.avd ſellupon the Collier,and gaue vnto hins ..- 
halfe a ſcoregf ford arnbeaked with their cudgels,and bad -  _\s 
 * him ſpeake morerenerenth ts their Principall, BY © 
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